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WORLD’S FINEST YOUNG PIANISTS 
TO COMPETE IN CLEVELAND

*Cleveland International Piano Competition opens with 36 contestants from 17 countries*

This summer marks the 17th Cleveland International Piano Competition; 36 pianists from 17 countries will compete for the largest cash prize of any major piano competition in the world from July 25 through August 5.  The biennial competition has been a launch pad for many renowned artists including         Jean-Yves Thibaudet, Angela Hewitt and Sergei Babayan among others.   
Contestants are chosen following a rigorous, two-stage application and screening process.  After submission of written applications and supporting documents, a select group participates in DVD-recorded auditions at Steinway facilities in Cleveland/Akron, London, Munich, New York and Tokyo.  Some applicants are allowed to submit their own recordings.  Based on the decisions of the Selection Jury—comprised of Paul Schenly, head of the piano department at the Cleveland Institute of Music; Christina Dahl, piano faculty at SUNY Stony Brook; and Daniel Gortler, faculty member at the Buchman-Mehta School of Music, Tel Aviv University—applicants were invited to participate in this summer’s competition.  
SCHEDULE:

ROUND ONE
July 25-27, 7 PM each night at The Cleveland Playhouse, Cleveland, OH

All 36 candidates play 25-30 minute recital programs.

ROUND TWO
July 28-30, 7 PM each night at The Cleveland Playhouse, Cleveland, OH

All 36 candidates play 30-35 minute recital programs.

SEMI-FINAL ROUND

July 31-August 1, 1:00 PM and 7 PM each day at The Cleveland Playhouse, Cleveland, OH

Eight candidates perform 55-60 minute recital programs.

FINAL ROUND

August 3 and 4, 7 PM each night at Severance Hall, Cleveland, OH

Four candidates perform concerti with The Cleveland Orchestra

BRAVO PIANO!

August 4, following the performances
A gala to benefit the Competition offers cocktails before the performances; cocktails and a festive dinner immediately following the announcement of the winner.
AWARD CEREMONY AND WINNERS RECITAL
August 5, 3 PM at Severance Hall, Cleveland, OH
Encore recital performance by the Laureates

Three distinctions set the Cleveland International Piano Competition apart:

· First-prize award of $50,000—the largest cash prize of any major piano competition in the world

· Cleveland is the only piano competition in the world to have a world-class orchestra perform in its final rounds—the four finalists are given the honor to perform the concerto round with the Cleveland Orchestra at Severance Hall  
· The CIPC is dedicated to young artist development not only through promotion of the winner, but all contestants engage in a round-robin style competition, and are encouraged to stay, with support from the CIPC, for the duration of the Competition once eliminated
The Competition spans a ten-day period with each of the 36 candidates performing two solo recitals for an international panel of nine judges who will reduce the field to eight and then four.  The four finalists perform with The Cleveland Orchestra to determine a winner.  The final rounds are held over a two-night period on August 3 and 4, at Severance Hall.
2007 Cleveland International Piano Competition Jury:
· Piotr Paleczny, Poland—2007 CIPC Jury Chairman
· Angela Cheng, USA/China 
· Randall Hodgkinson, USA
· Faina Lushtak, Russia/USA 
· Ick Choo Moon, Korea 
· Robert McDonald, USA 
· Einer Steen-Nøkleberg, Norway 
· Christopher Taylor, USA 
· Dina Yoffe, Israel/Germany 
All jurors perform internationally and serve on the faculties of distinguished conservatories throughout the world. 
About the Cleveland International Piano Competition 
For more than a century, Cleveland has been renowned worldwide as a center for the performing and visual arts. In 1975 the Cleveland International Piano Competition was added to Cleveland’s rich cultural legacy, and immediately drew a loyal following and has grown steadily in size stature, and visibility.  The impeccable reputation of the Competition attracts a field of more than 200 applicants from around the world and places Cleveland in the top echelon of music competitions.  In 2003, the Cleveland Competition was awarded five stars – the highest number possible – in Piano Competitions Worldwide by Gustav Alink, an internationally recognized expert on music competitions.  
Since 2003 the Competition’s four finalists have performed their concerto rounds with the Cleveland Orchestra at Severance Hall.  It is the only piano competition in the world to draw such a distinguished orchestra for its final rounds.  The Competition’s Mixon First Prize, named in honor of its sponsors Mr. and Mrs. A. Malachi Mixon, is the largest cash offered by any major piano competition in the world at $50, 000.  The first-prize winner is also provided with a series of engagements under the auspices of the Competition, two years of management service, a compact disc recording on the Naxos label, and a New York recital debut—December 3, 2007 in Zankel Hall at Carnegie Hall.
The Cleveland International Piano Competition is on the web at http://www.clevelandpiano.org. 

Tickets for performances range from $10 to $75.  Recital rounds, performed at The Cleveland Play House, can be purchased at the Play House ticket office at 216-795-7000.  Tickets for the final rounds, performed at Severance Hall, can be purchased at the Severance Hall ticket office at 216-231-1111.   Bravo Piano! tickets range from $350 to $1000, and can be purchased via the Competition office at 216-707-5397.

###
� EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery  ���











PAGE  
1

[image: image2.png]


_1006692054

