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THE CLEVELAND INTERNATIONAL PIANO COMPETITION

For more than a century, Cleveland has been renowned worldwide as a center for the performing and visual arts.  Clevelanders and visitors to the city enjoy a large array of cultural institutions and events, made possible in large measure by the early and continued support of the community and its corporate citizens.

In 1975 a prestigious international piano competition was added to Cleveland’s rich cultural legacy.  The competition immediately drew a loyal following and has grown steady in size stature, and visibility.  After 30 years, it is recognized globally as the Cleveland International Piano Competition.  The impeccable reputation of the Competition attracts of field of more than 200 applicants from around the world and places Cleveland in the top echelon of music competitions. 

Since 2003 the Competition’s four finalists have performed their concerto rounds with the Cleveland Orchestra at Severance Hall.  It is the only piano competition in the world that has an orchestra of this world-class stature for its final rounds.  The consequence has been far-reaching in the international music community, for potential candidates, and for the fortunate audiences in Cleveland.  In 2003 the Plain Dealer wrote “The participation of the Cleveland Orchestra puts the Cleveland competition galaxies away from the rest of the world’s 600 or so piano competitions.”

The Competition presents a first prize of $50,000 – the largest cash award offered by any international piano competition in the world.  The award is known as the Mixon First Prize in honor of its sponsors, Mr. and Mrs. A. Malachi Mixon III.  The first prize winner also is provided with a series of engagements under the auspices of the Competition, two years of management service, a compact disc recording on the Naxos label, and a New York recital debut at Alice Tully Hall in Lincoln Center.

The Competition is committed to providing a positive experience for all of the contestants, regardless of the final outcome.  To that end, every contestant receives a prize of $1000 and is provided with complementary room and board for the duration of the event.

The Competition is held biennially over a ten-day period that begins with the candidates performing solo recitals for the audience as well as an esteemed panel of judges.  The jury consists of nine pianists of international renown as teachers and performers, the majority of whom, in order to maintain strict levels of fairness, are not from the U.S. 

These solo rounds are held twice daily at The Cleveland Play House. Candidates are eliminated by vote of the jury until four finalists remain.  These talented individuals perform concertos with The Cleveland Orchestra to determine the winner.  The final rounds are held over a two-night period (two candidates per night) at Severance Hall.  The winner is announced at the conclusion of the final performance.

The final night of the 2007 Competition will conclude with a gala black tie fundraising event at Severance Hall, where the winner will be announced and the $50,000 Mixon First Prize will be presented by Mr. and Mrs. Mixon III.  The event is chaired by Mrs. Victor J. Scaravilli (Diann) and Mrs. Joseph D. Sullivan (K.K.), two of Cleveland most dynamic and successful volunteer benefit chairmen.

Prizes for the four finalists are formally presented at a closing ceremony held at Severance Hall the day after final rounds conclude.  In addition to the awards presentation, the closing ceremony features encore solo performances by the laureates.

2007 SCHEDULE

Round One

July 25 – July 27

The Cleveland Play House

All candidates perform 25–30 minute solo programs

Round Two

July 28 – July 30

The Cleveland Play House

All candidates perform 30-35 minute solo programs

Round Three (Semi-Final Round)
July 31 and August 1

The Cleveland Play House

Eight candidates perform 55-60 minute solo programs

Round Four (Final Round)

August 3 and 4

Severance Hall

Final four candidates perform concerti with The Cleveland Orchestra

Followed by Bravo Piano!, a black tie gala to benefit the Competition
Award Ceremony and Winners Recital

August 5

Severance Hall

TICKETS ARE ON SALE NOW:

Tickets for rounds at The Cleveland Play House

$10 and $15

Play House ticket office (216-795-7000)

Tickets for rounds at Severance Hall

$30 to $75

Severance Hall ticket office (216-231-1111)

Tickets for the Bravo Piano!

$350 and up

Competition office (216-707-5397)

