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RUSSIAN ALEXANDER GHINDIN WINS 

17th CLEVELAND INTERNATIONAL PIANO COMPETITION

Following ten days of competition between 31 musicians, Russian Alexander Ghindin was named the First Prize Winner of the 17th Cleveland International Piano Competition. 
From the opening rounds the 30 year old Ghindin was the clear favorite, as Donald Rosenberg stated in his coverage for The Plain Dealer, “A full week before he won first prize in the 2007 Cleveland International Piano Competition…Russia's Alexander Ghindin leapt to the front of the piano pack."  
A graduate of the Moscow State Conservatory, Alexander Ghindin dazzled the crowds with notable performances of Stravinsky’s Trois Mouvements de Petrouchka and Liszt’s Sonata in B Minor, before clinching his victory with a performance of Rachmaninov’s Concerto No. 3 with the Cleveland Orchestra under Jahja Ling. 
Mr. Ghindin’s winnings include the $50,000.00 Mixon Prize, a compact disc recording on the Naxos label, a series of engagements under the auspices of the Competition, two years of management service, and a New York recital debut—December 3, 2007 in Zankel Hall at Carnegie Hall.
The remaining three finalists included: Israeli Yaron Kohlberg, 24—second prize ($25,000) and Contemporary Prize ($2000); Russian Alexandre Moutouzkine, 27,—third prize ($15,000) and Beethoven prize ($2000); Israeli Ran Dank, 25—fourth prize ($10,000) and Baroque prize ($2000). Other prize winners were: American Esther Keel, 22—Cairns Family American Prize ($1500); Canadian Dmitri Lekovich, 28—Chopin Prize ($2000); and Australian Hoang Pham, 22—Mozart Prize ($1500). 
· A $2000 award was given to each of the four eight semi-finalists who did not advance to the finals
· The 23 contestants who did not advance to the semi-finals received $1000.00 each
Alexander Ghindin’s award winning performance will be heard nationally on American Public Media’s Performance Today later this month.
About Alexander Ghindin

Alexander Ghindin, age 30, of Russia is a graduate of the Moscow State Conservatory.  Mr. Ghindin won second prize at the 1999 Queen Elisabeth International Music Competition in Belgium and fourth prize at the 1994 10th International Tchaikovsky Competition in Russia.  Mr. Ghindin has performed extensively throughout the world, including recitals in Russia, France, Croatia, and Japan.  In recent years he has performed with the Belgian National Orchestra, National Philharmonic of Russia, Tokyo Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra, Slovenian Philharmonic Orchestra and Berlin Symphony Orchestra.

About the Clevleland International Piano Competition

Since its inception in 1975 the Cleveland International Piano Competition has drawn a loyal following, growing in size, stature, and visibility. The impeccable reputation of the Competition attracts a field of more than 200 applicants from around the world and places Cleveland in the top echelon of music competitions. In 2003, the Cleveland Competition was awarded five stars - the highest number possible - in Piano Competitions Worldwide by Gustav Alink, an internationally recognized expert on music competitions. Since 2003 the Competition's four finalists have performed their concerto rounds with the Cleveland Orchestra at Severance Hall. It is the only piano competition in the world to draw such a distinguished orchestra for its final rounds. ###
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